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Standards for Reconciliation Support in International Affairs 
 

The issue of reconciliation is a deeply human issue that cannot be dealt with by legal means alone. 

The desire for justice and reconciliation is contrasted with the challenges of taking responsibility and 

dealing with it. 

Suffering, grief, and disappointment are juxtaposed with guilt and shame. The perpetrators or those 

responsible are entangled in their own thinking of advantage and do not manage either self-reflection or 

a change of perspective in this respect.  

The fact that a perpetual unresolved conflict causes more damage in the end is covered by the own 

short-term striving for prosperity protection. 

For victims, it is supportive to know the process and how to take an active role in this. It is helpful for 

those responsible to recognize and overcome their own entanglement in thought patterns. 

 

Historical Causes - Today's Conflicts 
Wars, exploitation and other past wrongs have left material and physical damage. The accompanying 

psychological injuries strain relationships over the next generations. Time does not heal these wounds 

but only suppresses them. There is a necessity for an active dealing with the past. Restoring dignity and 

justice requires acknowledgement, remorse, and compensation. For this compensation it is necessary to 

give something noticeable, which includes a letting go. 

For those in charge, it's a matter of moving from a fear-based attitude of refusal to one of empathetic 

responsibility. 

In international conflicts, even if they are not subject to direct acts of war, there is an asymmetry of 

power that hinders the start of a constructive dialogue at eye level. Dealing with this fact is also the 

responsibility of the global community of states, as unresolved conflicts have a significant impact on the 

security situation and peace around the world. The costs arising from this are not included in the 

prosperity thinking of those who are accountable. 

 

The Pathway 
Overcoming a conflict or a strained coexistence after past wrongs 

begins with the acknowledgement of historical facts. 

This is followed by the expression of regret and remorse, which is 

commonly understood as an apology. 

The ensuing dialogue may result in a mutual agreement. The goal is a 

peaceful respectful coexistence up to real reconciliation as a basis for 

sustainable peace. 

On the way to an agreement in this regard, the acknowledgement and 

apology process is crucial. 

  

Acknowledgement

Apology

Dialogue

Agreement
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The acknowledgement is, among other things: 

• specific and no generalization 

• without restrictions, therefore no "but 

• without justifications 

• without demands 

The subsequent apology as an expression of regret is a significant and symbolic step with diverse 

boundary conditions, especially with regard to its emotional meaning. 

 

Acceptability to those affected is based on: 

• Seriousness (honest, public, transparent) 

• Concreteness (specific) 

• Unconditionality (unrestricted, open-ended) 

• Inclusiveness (consideration of all those affected) 

• Support through symbolic act 

Learn more in the Working Paper: 

➢ Acknowledgement of past wrongs and their Aftermaths" 

➢ „Apology in International Affairs“. 

Remembrance, Memorials 
Not only as a reminder for non-recurrence, but also as another ongoing process of reconciliation, 

remembrance in all forms is an essential part. 

Commemorations, memorials, monuments and consideration in school textbooks are further relevant 

steps. 

What is needed to heal old wounds, as well as to restore and maintain justice and dignity, is best known 

and authoritative by those affected themselves. 

Hindrances 
The main obstacle is inherent in the human ego. His socialization with various beliefs makes it difficult 

for him to look at the subject holistically with a different perspective. Self-reflection and the acceptance 

of personal responsibility is generally a problematic issue that runs throughout society in individuals. 

The fear of loss of prosperity is linked to the idea of limitless growth, which is fundamental to current 

economic systems. Peace, the environment and nature are not seen as a significant component of our 

prosperity in these systems. Systems seek self-preservation, so that a change of this aspect is usually 

only possible by drastic events from the outside. 

From within the system, voluntary acceptance of responsibility for past wrongs is not to be expected. 

A strong power imbalance is prevalent between victims and those responsible. Requests from victims 

are met with persistent resistance, which they are powerless to overcome. Higher authorities such as 

the UN and the International Court of Justice are not authorized or powerless. 

Civil society plays an essential role with victims' associations and peace initiatives. By example and 

influence, it fosters the critical mass to initiate systemic change. 

The Working Papers of the Peace Institute Potsdam were created to provide support in this area.  

https://www.peace-institute-potsdam.de/acknowledgement/
https://www.peace-institute-potsdam.de/apology/
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Pandora's Box 
The former colonial powers face a daunting responsibility and avalanche of reparations claims. 

Whoever takes full responsibility here first literally opens Pandora's box.  

Although in the long run this is an unavoidable necessary condition for the sustainable peace of the 

world community, a colonial amnesia and paralysis shrouded the Western industrialized countries. 

Human lives, human suffering, environmental damage and massive waste of resources are the toll that 

the global community pays for this. 

In spite of all knowledge about it, by means of excuses, relativizations, denials and legal tricks, the 

responsibility is delayed, but in the end not cancelled. 


